24 CITY (Er shi si chéng ji)

by Jia Zhang-ke

China, 2008, 112 min
Mandarin with English Subtitles

Shot in Chengdu before the earthquake, 24 CITY chronicles the dramatic fall of a State-owned
munitions factory and its conversion into a luxury high-rise apartment complex. In a film both
artfully composed and rich in offbeat details, Jia Zhang-ke weaves together the stories of three
generations of factory workers into a fascinating oral history of China over the last 50 years, and a
meditation on the great physical and psychological changes transforming the country. The line
between documentary and fiction blurs as interviews with real workers and ex-workers are intercut
with acted and actual vignettes of people affected by the closure of the factory and the construction
of the apartment block 24 CITY.

Official Selection, Cannes Film Festival
By the director of Still Life and Platform

Opens in 2010

‘Jia is working at the border where fiction and nonfiction meet, which is where this fantastically
surreal country itself seems to exist....

One of the most original filmmakers working today.’

Manohla Dargis,The New York Times

‘The planet’s most excitingly original filmmaker.’
Scott Foundas, LA Weekly

‘Poetic, humanistic... compelling.’
Dave Calhoun, Time Out

‘A masterly combination of fact and fiction... Jia once again humanises China’s modern history and
turn it into poetry.’
Tony Rayns, London Film Festival
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