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An epic and rigorous tale of a night and day in a murder investigation, Once Upon a Time in Anatolia 

is a beautifully photographed crime drama about police and prosecutors grimly locating a buried 

body through one long night in the Anatolian steppes. As the corpse is exhumed, many long-buried 

thoughts and fears are disinterred in the minds of the hard-bitten lawmen. 

 

By the director of Uzak (Grand Prix and  Best Actor Award, Cannes Film Festival 2003) and 

Three Monkeys (Best Director, Cannes Film Festival 2008) 

 



Both beautiful and beautifully observed, with a delicate touch and flashes of humor and horror, 

Once Upon a Time in Anatolia... is an ambitious, leisurely inquiry into a specific world — the haunting 

land of its title — that transcends borders. Touching on life, death and everything in between in 157 

minutes, this metaphysical road movie follows a police investigation that, when the story opens, has 

led its characters into near dark.  

Manohla Dargis, The New York Times, May 21, 2011 

It is a brilliant, masterly film with a distinctive force and artistic gravitas. This, too, could quite easily 

have won the Palme D'Or: I think it is Ceylan's best yet.(...)  

Peter Bradshaw, Guardian, 22 May 2011 

'Once Upon A Time In Anatolia' is a crime movie, but not as you know it, and as well as asking us to 

puzzle together fragments of a murder case, it also offers rich, and sometimes comic, ruminations on 

city, small-town and village attitudes, on cynical versus more feeling attitudes to life, on our ability 

to separate the personal and the professional and on the banalities that arises even in extreme, 

unusual situations.  

Dave Calhoun, Time Out (London), May 22, 2011 

Visually, it's as gorgeous a film as Ceylan has made (...) rarely have faces been more beautifully 

illuminated by firelight, in images that have the graceful glow of a Vermeer painting. 

Justin Chang, Variety, May 21, 2011 

‘...fascinating, not only on a personal level, but also as a profoundly perceptive portrait of the 

Turkish multi-leveled culture and society.’ 

Dan Fainaru, Screen International, 21 may 2011 

For me, it was the only masterpiece in the Cannes competition – and that's in a year of very strong 

films all round... Palme d'Or Winner: 'The Tree of Life' (Terrence Malick). Should have won: 'Once 

Upon A Time in Anatolia' (Nuri Bilge Ceylan)  

Dave Calhoun, Time out (London), 23 May 2011 

‘...an impressive, bleakly comic epistemological treatment of a police investigation conducted in the 

dark emptiness of the Anatolian night.’ 

Jim Hoberman, Village Voice, 24 May 2011 
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