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Master director Patricio Guzmán travels 10,000 feet above sea level to the driest 
desert on earth for this remarkable documentary. Here, the sky is so translucent that 
it allows astronomers to see the boundaries of our universe. Yet the Atacama Desert 
climate also keeps human remains intact: pre-Columbian mummies; explorers and 
miners; and the remains of disappeared political prisoners. Women sift the desert 
soil for the bones of their loved ones, while archaeologists uncover traces of ancient 
civilizations and astronomers examine the most distant and oldest galaxies. Melding 
celestial and earthly quests. NOSTALGIA FOR THE LIGHT is a gorgeous, moving, 
and deeply personal odyssey. 
 
 
★★★★  

Keith Uhlich, TIME OUT NEW YORK 

 

‘Excellent’ 
‘A masterpiece of cosmic serenity Patricio Guzmán bends the documentary genre, 
bringing it to poetic heights with ‘Nostalgia for the Light.’ 
LE MONDE 
 



‘Stunningly beautiful. I don’t know how you can put more into a film, or make one 
that’s more deeply moving.’ 

Stuart Klawans, THE NATION 
 

 

 
 

‘Mr. Guzmán’s quietly reflective narration (in subtitled Spanish) is a poetic meditation 
on time and distance. But it is also pointedly political in its focus on remembrance. 
The film’s passionate insistence on remembrance lends it a moral as well as a 
metaphysical weight. Mr. Guzmán’s belief in eternal memory is an astounding leap of 
faith.’ 
Stephen Holden, THE NEW YORK TIMES 
 

‘A painful and beautiful meditation.’ 

THE GLOBE AND MAIL 
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